Gloucester County Library Commission
at the Gloucester County Library System/Mullica Hill Branch
389 Wolfert Station Road
Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

Regular Meeting
May 27, 2026

Present: Mario DiLisciandro (Chair), Donna Ragonese (Vice-Chair), Dave Flaherty,
Darlene Vondran, Harper Patsko, Carolyn Oldt (Director), Judith Pissano (Assistant
Director), John Alice (Solicitor).

The meeting was opened at 5:00 p.m. by the Vice-Chair who noted that there was a
quorum and that the meeting was properly advertised and posted.

Motion and second by Ms. Ragonese and Ms. Patsko to approve the April 22, 2026
Regular Meeting Minutes. Roll Call vote was taken: Donna Ragonese — yea, Darlene
Vondran — yea, Dave Flaherty — yea, Harper Patsko — yea, Mario DiLisciandro — yea.

Motion and second by Ms. Ragonese and Mr. Flaherty to approve the Ratification of
Atlantic City Electric pole bill for $10,976.00 made via email poll. Roll Call vote was
taken: Donna Ragonese — yea, Darlene Vondran — yea, Dave Flaherty — yea, Harper
Patsko — yea, Mario DilLisciandro — yea.

Motion and second by Ms. Ragonese and Ms. Vondran to open to the public. All
approved.

Stephanie Smith, Head of Youth Services, was present to give a synopsis of the great
things that are happening in the youth services department. There are about 35-40
programs a month bringing in 1200-1500 attendees. The percentage of new books not
being checked out is less than 5% for the juvenile collection. Wonderbooks and Vox
checkouts for the last month were 518 system wide, with some books being checked
out more than twice in a month. Aside from regular programming, passive programs
such as a prom wear swap, a Halloween costume swap and scavenger hunts have also
been successful.

Summer Reading, which is right around the corner, is the biggest event of the year and
participation is steadily increasing every year. In 2021, there were 328 participants
climbing to 742 in 2025. This year there is a dinosaur theme. Several local businesses
generously donate prizes as incentives for the participants.

Clayton is already set up for their Summer Reading programming. Storytimes have also
been scheduled to be on opposite days to when Glassboro’s are held. Staff went
through 250 boxes of books and selected items for Clayton’s collection. Friends
donated 50 IREADS for the new branch.

Motion and second by Ms.Vondran and Ms. Patsko to close the open meeting. All
approved.

Motion and second by Ms. Vondran and Ms. Patsko to approve payment of the May
2026 bills. Roll Call vote was taken: Donna Ragonese — yea, Darlene Vondran — yea,
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Dave Flaherty — yea, Harper Patsko — yea, Mario DiLisciandro — yea.

Commissioners Reports — None.

Correspondence — Mr. DiLisciandro passed around the folder which contained a lovely
thank you note from the Friends of the library, a testimonial card from a patron at
Greenwich library who loved the Diamond Art class and the monthly felting classes and
finally a testimonial from one of our youngest patrons who likes the library because it
has her favorite books.

Director's Report — Mrs.Oldt shared that National Library Week was celebrated April
19-25. Small goody bags and soft pretzels were sent out to staff to celebrate. There
were bookmarks and displays in the public area.

It was also a busy month for interviews. We will just need 2 more positions filled with the
opening of Clayton library. The materials for Clayton are ready to go. Furniture is being
delivered. Plague names, irrigation and burglar alarms still need to be finished. We are
waiting on the AC Electric pole to be installed, the old one needs to be removed first.
Outreach and partnerships this month included the GC Senior Health Fair. Workforce
Development held a job fair at the Mullica Hill branch with 15 employers, 10 resource
agencies and 137 job seekers attending.

The Rev250 grant had 5 programs this month. Ms. Pissano won a $1,000 Wellness
Grant award from the GCIC.

On 4/16 the Glassboro branch flooded, it reopened 3 weeks later. Nexus gave us a
$2,000 check for rent and damage.

Staff Development Day was successful. It was held at Riverwinds on April 17th. Ms.
Vondran attended.

April was also Poetry month. We partnered with the East Greenwich school district for
Poem in Your Pocket. Children read poems and received a small prize.

Ms. Pissano asked the Commission’s approval to move forward with the partnership
between the Glassboro branch and Rowan University for Summer Reading bags.The
commissioners were in favor.

Solicitor's Report - Mr. Alice returned signed resolutions as follows:

R.40-2026 Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract for the
Purchase of Library Materials from Ingram Library Services, LLC.

R.41-2026 Resolution Accepting Audit of Account for the Gloucester County Library
System for the Year 2025.

R.42-2026 Resolution Authorizing Purchases from CORE BTS, Inc. d/b/a NRI
(Vendor #LB0517) through State Contract #21-TELE-01506 for May 27,
2026 to December 31, 2026.

R.43-2026 Resolution Authorizing and Approving a Change in Status in Regard to
Employees of the Gloucester County Library System.

Commissioner Liaison’s Report — None.

Unfinished Business — None.
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New Business -

Ingram
Resolution #40 authorizing the award of a non-fair and open contract for the purchase

of library materials from Ingram Library Services, LLC. Roll Call vote was taken: Donna
Ragonese — yea, Darlene Vondran — yea, Dave Flaherty — yea, Harper Patsko — yea,
Mario DiLisciandro — yea.

2025 Approved Audit approval
Resolution #41 accepting audit of account for the Gloucester County Library System for

the year 2025. Roll Call vote was taken: Donna Ragonese — yea, Darlene Vondran —
yea, Dave Flaherty — yea, Harper Patsko — yea, Mario DiLisciandro — yea.

CORE BTS

Resolution #42 authorizing purchases from CORE BTS, Inc. d/b/a NRI (vendor
#L.B0517) through state contract #21-TELE-01506 for May 27, 2026 to December 31,
2026. Roll Call vote was taken: Donna Ragonese — yea, Darlene Vondran — yea, Dave
Flaherty — yea, Harper Patsko — yea, Mario DilLisciandro — yea.

Motion and second by Ms. Patsko and Ms. Vondran to approve resolution #43
Personnel Report Item #1 approve the change in status and transfer of K. Ruiz, from
part-time Youth Services Library Associate at the Mullica Hill branch to full-time Youth
Services Associate at the Clayton Branch, effective June 29th, 2026; transfer effective
pending opening date of Clayton. Item #2 approve the hiring of Delia Mello as a
part-time Library Associate in the Mullica Hill branch, Youth Services department. Roll
Call vote was taken: Donna Ragonese — yea, Darlene Vondran — yea, Dave Flaherty —
yea, Harper Patsko — yea, Mario DilLisciandro — yea.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Next meeting: = Wednesday, June 25, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. at the
GCLS/Greenwich Branch
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