
 GCLS branches recorded 468,581 

patron visits. 

 GCLS branches circulated a total 

of 539,283 items. 

 Library staff answered 33,973   

reference questions.   

 The library webpage was accessed 

252,630 times.   

 The GCLS mobile website had 

28,818 visits. 

 GCLS provided meeting room 

space for 1,558 community      

programs and 2,880 library      

programs, with a total attendance 

of 73,610. 

 GCLS benefited from 3,886 hours 

of volunteer service. 

By the Numbers 

 Over 759 recreational, cultural 

and educational programs for 

adults were offered at GCLS    

library branches.  More than 8,900 

people attended these programs. 

 Library staff provided 2,121     

children’s programs in 2013,    

attended by 38,783 children and 

their caregivers. 

 The GCLS Summer Reading    

Program registered 1,726 children 

and teens. They read 13,633 

books during the six-week period.  

There were 258 special programs 

with 6,247 attendees.  In addition, 

234 adults registered for our adult 

program, reading 703 books. 

 

 

Our Vision 

GCLS libraries are 

the center of an   

informed, engaged, 

and connected    

community. 

 

Our Mission 

The Gloucester 

County Library    

System provides      

welcoming         

community spaces 

where people gather 

to learn, create, and 

have fun. 

Our Values 
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“Our 

Library, 

Our 

Future” 

GCLS completed a nearly year-long strate-

gic planning process with the adoption of 

Our Library, Our Future – The Gloucester 

County Library System Strategic Plan 2013

-2016 by the GCL Commission on Sept. 25, 

2013.  Three open community forums, a 

public and a staff survey provided for input 

from the public.  The Gloucester County 

Library Commission was involved through-

out the process. The five goal areas      

identified as strategic priorities are: staffing,    

services and programs, technology, facilities 

and funding.  Information about the planning 

process and a copy of the plan are posted 

on our website.  

The Gloucester County Library Commission 

identified the following strategic priorities 

and goals: 

 

I. Staffing – Provide the best possible   

library service at all locations by       

employing an adequate number of   

qualified staff with the skills, education, 

and certification levels required to meet 

the needs of the community. 

 

II. Services and Programs – Meet the com-

munity’s increasing and changing needs 

for services and programs that inform, 

engage and connect. 

 

III. Technology – expand and enhance     

library services by improving existing 

technology infrastructure and staying 

current with emerging technologies. 

 

IV. Facilities – Provide 21st century library 

facilities throughout the county to serve 

as community learning centers for    

residents of GCLS member communities 

and beyond. 

 

V. Funding – Provide outstanding 21st century 

library service by remaining fiscally   

responsible and securing the long-term 

financial health of GCLS. 

Grants 

GCLS received $5,060 in grant funding in 

2013. 

 Target Corporation—$2,000 to fund 

special programs for children. 

 GC Cultural and Heritage Commis-

sion—$960 for materials and programs 

related to Swedish culture for the 

Swedesboro Branch. 

 NJ State Library/Bristol-Myers-Squibb—

$1,100 for library materials related to 

the treatment, diagnosis, and under-

standing of various forms of cancer. 

 Dollar General/Teen Read Week 

Grant—$1,000 for a program celebrat-

ing the 350th birthday of the Garden 

State. 

 NEH Bridging Cultures—The       

Glassboro and Logan Branches were 

each awarded 25 books and 3 films 

about the beliefs, practices, and cultural 

heritage of Islamic civilizations. 

http://www.gcls.org/about-us/our-library-our-future
http://www.gcls.org/about-us/our-library-our-future
http://www.gcls.org/about-us/our-library-our-future
http://www.gcls.org/about-us/our-library-our-future


 2013 marked the 50th Anniversary of 

the Greenwich Library.  A community 

Open House celebrating the 50 years 

of outstanding library service provided 

by the Greenwich Branch was attended 

by over 100 people representing a 

cross-section of the community.  

 In August, the East Greenwich     

Township Committee approved placing 

a referendum on the November ballot 

for withdrawal from GCLS and the  

establishment of a municipal library. On 

November 5, 2013 East Greenwich 

residents voted to remain in GCLS by a 

vote of 2,415 to 699. East Greenwich 

residents were provided the facts need-

ed to make an informed decision, and 

overwhelmingly showed their support 

of the county library. 

 Our Facebook page was recognized as 

the Best in Gloucester County in a  

contest sponsored by GloCoNJ.com.  

Twenty-four businesses were selected 

to participate in four rounds of voting. 

 Our customers have access to an 

online virtual reference service during 

our open hours and can text or email a 

professional librarian. 

 More than 550 electronic reference 

books are available for viewing online 

24/7 with a GCLS library card. 

 The library system provides 68 online 

subscription databases, most available 

both within GCLS libraries and from 

home computers with a GCLS        

borrower’s card number.  

 The GCLS website now uses Drupal,  

an open source content management   

system.  As a result, our website has 

improved functionality, organization, 

and search capabilities.   

 All GCLS branches are Wi-Fi enabled.  

Patrons with Wi-Fi laptops, tablet  

computers or other electronic devices 

are able to gain access to the library’s 

broadband Internet connections.   

Special Recognition 

Accomplishments 
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 Youth Services Librarian Loretta Lisowski 
was selected to be a member of the 2013 
NJLA Emerging Leaders program. 

 Swedesboro branch staff members Marge 
Dombrosky and Teresa Carlton presented 
a program on Swedesboro Library’s award 
winning Sing, Dance and Play preschool 
music program at the statewide 2013 NJLA 
Youth Forum.   

 Library Director Anne Wodnick was elect-
ed Second Vice-President of the NJ Library 
Association. 

GCLS staff received a number of honors 

and awards. 

 Youth services librarian Jennifer Schureman 
was selected to receive the New Jersey Li-
brary Association (NJLA) Rising Star Award.  
The award was presented at the 2013 NJLA 
Annual Conference. 

 Librarian Ralph Bingham, Head of Reference 
and Digital Services, was selected from a 
pool of statewide applicants to participate 
in the NJ State Library Leadership Academy. 

 

Technology 

https://www.facebook.com/gloucestercountylibrary
http://www.gcls.org


The Greater Swedesboro Business        

Association recognized the value of the 

Swedesboro Library and the Logan Library 

with a remarkably generous donation of 

$12,000 to the Friends of GCLS to        

purchase new technology for both    

branches. This is the largest single donation 

every received by the Friends of GCLS.  It 

is a testament to the outstanding service 

provided by the library to the business 

community. 

Glassboro branch manager Helen 

Snowden provided a series of family literacy 

programs for children and their caregivers 

at the Whitney Crescent affordable housing 

community in Glassboro.   

GCLS partnered with organizations 

throughout the county and region to better 

serve the residents of the GCLS service 

area.  These organizations included the 

Workforce Investment Board, the  Gloucester 

County One-Stop, Literacy  Volunteers of 

Gloucester County, Chambers of Commerce, 

the Southern New Jersey Development Council, 

and area schools and colleges.  The library 

is a member of LOGIN (Libraries of 

Gloucester/ Cumberland/Salem Information 

Network) and library staff attend its meet-

ings.  The library is a member of the      

LibraryLinkNJ Statewide Library Coopera-

tive.  Staff participated on committees orga-

nized by the New Jersey State Library, the 

New  Jersey Library Association, and       

LibraryLinkNJ to improve library services to 

the residents of Gloucester County. 

Partnerships 

Glassboro Branch  Phone:  856-881-0001 

2 Center Street   FAX: 856-881-9338 

Glassboro, NJ  08028  Manager: Helen Snowden 

 

Greenwich Branch  Phone: 856-423-0684 

411 Swedesboro Road  FAX: 856-423-1201 

Gibbstown, NJ  08027  Manager: Patricia Collins 

 

Logan Branch   Phone: 856-241-0202 

241 Beckett Road  FAX: 856-241-0491 

Logan Twp., NJ  08085  Manager: Carolyn Oldt 

 

Swedesboro Branch  Phone: 856-467-0111 

1442 Kings Highway  FAX: 856-241-0594 

Swedesboro, NJ  08085  Manager: Marge Dombrosky 

 

Branch Libraries 

 

Gloucester County Library System 

Phone: 856-223-6000 

Fax: 856-223-6039 

www.gcls.org 
 

Robert M. Damminger 

Freeholder Director 
 

Lyman Barnes 

Freeholder Liaison 

Mullica Hill Branch 
Administrative Headquarters 

389 Wolfert Station Road 

Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 
 

Anne M. Wodnick 

Director 
 

Gerald N. Michael, Jr. 

GCL Commission Chair 


